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Let your light so shine before men 

that they may see your good 

deeds and praise  

your Father in heaven. 
 

Matthew 5:16 

Thanksgiving Dinner  
2:00 p.m. 

Thursday,  
November 22nd 

 

There will be a sign-
up sheet in the parish 

hall in the coming 
weeks. 

                 Thanksgiving Worship  
 

                 7:00 p.m.  
 

                   Wednesday, November 21st 

Veterans Day Celebration 
Lunch and Program 
Sunday, November 12th  

Upcoming Events 
at Light of Christ Anglican Church 

Immediately following worship—Hospitality Team 2 
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Blessings! Mike Moffitt 

Mike’s Message 

There are things that I absolutely 
love about this time of year, like the 
cooler temperatures and the 
changing colors of the leaves. I love 

the crispness of the early morning air as I leave to 
go to the gym. It invigorates me and makes me 
feel more alive and ready for the coming day. I 
love the smell of pumpkin pie and the taste of 
pumpkin spice creamer in my coffee. For some 
reason, this flavor is only offered this time of year, 
which is unfortunate in my opinion. I love the fields 
after they have been harvested because they look 
so clean and neat; plus, while driving, I can see 
around corners and don’t need to concern myself 
with unseen animals jumping out of the corn onto 
the road. There is something about the harvest 
that is immensely satisfying to me because the 
work that was done in planting and tending to the 
crop has now been rewarded. That’s the way it 
should be; it’s the cycle of life as God intended. It’s 
also a reminder that our calling as Christians is 
that we are to be those who sow seeds of faith in 
the lives of others, we water them, and, when 
ready, we harvest. Jesus reminded his disciples to 
pray for this in Matthew 9:37-38, “Then he said to 
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.”                                                                                                                    

 Both Jesus and the apostle Paul used this 
farming analogy to describe evangelism (John 4; 1 
Corinthians 3). If we want to grow a crop of 
Christians, so to speak—if we want to see people 
brought into God’s kingdom—then this is how we 
are to do it: sow, water, reap. You will notice that 
immediately after the harvest the farmer begins 
preparing the field for a new crop because that’s 
how it’s done. This is how God has chosen to reach 
people to build his kingdom—through other people. 
I can’t think of many examples in scripture or in my 
life where people have come to faith without 
someone planting the seed of faith in their lives. 
Even the apostle Paul, who on the road to 
Damascus encountered the risen Savior through a 
blinding light in Acts 9, had first had the seed 
planted by Stephen in Acts 7. God uses those who 
have come to faith to grow the faith in others—it’s 
the cycle of spiritual life. We should never stop 
being those who are always somehow involved in 
the process of planting, watering, or harvesting. It 
should be our goal and our greatest joy to see  

those who have come to faith in Jesus Christ begin 
to grow and join in the process of kingdom 
building.    
 The fall of the year and the harvest always 
remind me of this, but the autumn time is also a 
difficult time for me. The past few weeks I have 
once again been reminded of my parents. My 
mother was born on September 25, 1933 and my 
father on October 17, 1929, but both are now 
gone. That too is the cycle of life, and I understand 
that. I don’t grieve their deaths much anymore, but 
I struggle in the autumn around the time of their 
birthdays because I know that I am most likely the 
only one in this world who remembers their 
birthdays. I was their only child, and neither of 
them chose to be involved in the lives of my 
children. My mother died at 47 and my father at 81. 
During the last 28 years of my father’s life, he 
chose to live in front of a TV and was no longer 
interested in being involved in much that would 
require effort. At my father’s funeral on December 
10, 2010, only 19 people were there and his 
grandchildren were not part of that group.  
 You might be wondering how I jumped from 
writing about the need to be involved in the cycle of 
spiritual growth to talking about my parents’ 
deaths, but for me the two are very much related. 
The reason is that neither of my parents lived in 
such a way that they were involved in the process 
of kingdom building. My father was very passionate 
for Christ for many years after he came to know 
Him, but eventually lost the passion and just 
stopped. Neither of my parents invested their lives 
in the lives of others, and so when they passed 
away, very few noticed. There is an Indian proverb 
that says, “When you were born, you cried and the 
world rejoiced. Live your life in such a way so that 
when you die the world cries and you rejoice.” I get 
the point of that, but I believe that another proverb 
speaks to how that is to be done: “Live in such a 
way that those who know you but don't know God 
will come to know God because they know you.”                                                         

 As a church, we are to be involved in the 
lives of those around us, building relationships and 
revealing the love of Christ to them. This means 
that we must be intentionally and prayerfully inviting 
God to open our eyes to those around us and how 
we can be used in their lives. It also means that we 
need to ask God to help us realign our priorities to 
make sure that they are His priorities. When I pass 
on, I want to have left a deep imprint on the lives of 
many for Jesus Christ. I can’t think of anything else 
that is more important. 
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VESTRY APPROVES MEMORIAL 

GARDEN PLAN 
 

 At the October vestry meeting, the vestry 

approved the Memorial Garden plan and directed the 

committee to proceed with construction. We will now 

purchase the granite base and the bronze name plaque 

and start the planting of the border shrubs.  The lead time 

for the granite base is about three months. 
 

 Howard York was selected as the chairman of the 

Memorial Garden Committee, and George Kranda and 

George Beckett were approved as committee members.  

The Memorial Garden policy and procedures will be 

finalized and published in the near future. Questions 

should be directed to Howard. 
 

       George Beckett 

 If you’ve been thinking of writing the story of 
your involvement during the years of our church 
2003-2015, this is my final plea for you to get on 
with it! We have some very fascinating tales 
already written and several more promised. You 
will all enjoy reading Jeff’s reflections as well as 
many provided by other members of our church. 
 Contact me now for details on how you can 
contribute a “chapter” in this book. Publishing date 
is planned for early next year.  
 

Blessings,  
Ward LeHardy 
804-761-7032  or wardjudy1956@gmail.com 

Contributions for Book Still Needed 

Attention Men! 
 

Come to a  

Men’s Breakfast  

at  

8:00 a.m.  

on  

Saturday, 

November 11th!  

The Fishermen will cook and serve 

the meal. If you would like to help, 

please contact John Powers. And 

please invite your (male) friends and 

neighbors to attend! 

Here is a list of suggested items to include in 

the Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes: 

 For any age boy, what we’re told they really 

want is a soccer ball. Get the best quality mini 

soccer ball that you can fit into the box when 

it is inflated (or send a deflated ball with a 

pump) and you can basically forget about 

anything else! Brand new short-sleeved shirts 

(no writing on them) for boys and girls. 

 Small flashlight with batteries. (Most families 

don’t have electricity, so this is gold!) 

 Soap and a plastic soap dish with cover.  

 Toothbrush in a toothbrush holder. No 

toothpaste! 

 Pencils, erasers, colored pencils, and 

sharpeners for all school-aged kids. Good 

quality pens for kids aged 10-14 in black, red, 

green, and blue. All of these are required for 

school and often the ones from America last 

longer than the ones available in other 

countries. 

Great “Wow” Gifts: Jump ropes, Band-Aids, 

comb, hair elastics or head bands for girls, 

marbles, a harmonica, a simple watch for older 

kids, a solar calculator for older kids, sunglasses, 

socks. For the youngest girls, a baby doll with 

light brown skin and no hair. A toy car, truck, or 

airplane for the youngest boys. (The ones with 

bigger wheels that are made for toddlers and are 

larger than Matchbox size are good. Matchbox 

wheels are so small, they don’t work well in dirt.) 
 

Important! Please DO NOT include the 

following items: Used or damaged items, war-

related items such as toy guns, knives, or military 

figures; seeds; chocolate or any other food; 

liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; 

breakable items such as snow globes or glass 

containers; aerosol cans. 

Operation Christmas Child  
Shoe Box Packing Event 

9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, November 16th 

with lunch to follow 
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The wedding of Caitlyn Cralle and Erik Berg 

October 21, 2017 

Light of Christ Anglican Church 

Photo by Anne- 

Sophie Marchal 

Parish Weekend Highlights  
 Contributed by Suzy Norman 
 

*The ferry ride across the James River 
 

*Friday lunch at the Riverwalk Restaurant in 
Yorktown, organized by Howard and Lynn 
York 
 

*“Porching” before dinner Friday and 
Saturday nights 
 

*Fascinating presentations by our speaker, 
Tim Brophy 
 

*Saturday morning wake-up singing led by 
Judy Rasberry on the keyboard 
 

*Saturday afternoon free time spent taking a 
walk, canoeing on the lake, playing games, 
or taking a nap 
 

*A beautiful rainbow over the lake! 
 

*The Saturday night “Talent” Show including 
old clips of the kids performing skits 
 

*Worship on Sunday morning 
 

*Sunday lunch at the Virginia Diner in 
Wakefield on the way home 
 

*Lots of encouragement, joy, beauty, fun 
and fellowship 
 

*Looking forward to next year’s parish 
weekend! 

 A Few Highlights of Dr. Tim Brophy’s 
Teaching on Creation  
               Contributed by Stan Rasberry 
 

Romans 1:20: For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly 
seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse. 
 

*Need for humility whenever discussing 
God’s creative power—we need to be 
appreciative of what we see and humble 
about what we do not understand 
 

*Nature is created by God and is not God, in 
and of itself 
 

*Tim’s scientific discipline is taxonomy, the 
field of naming and classifying plants and 
animals … Adam was the first taxonomist! 
 

*”Extravagant created beauty” discredits 
evolution as the source of creation.  
 

*Example: ostentatious coloring of land 
birds would not be a product of evolution/ 
survival of the fittest, as it would lead to 
easier predation of the colorful birds.  
 

*Also bird song is ridiculously complex, with 
birds often singing duets and even four-part 
harmony! 
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Scenes from the  
LOC Parish Weekend 
October 6-8, 2017 
Airfield 4-H Center 
Wakefield, Virginia 

Paul and Peggy Lassanske 

Sandi Ward and  
Carolyn Costello 

Tim Brophy and Sharon Baldacci 
Judy Rasberry 

Stan Rasberry, Bill Andrulot, & Harrison Williams 

Mike Moffitt 

Barbara and Dick Seed 

Bob Norman 

Al and Marie Carstensen 

Photos by 
Marie 

Carstensen 
& Suzy 

Norman 
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The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: What Is It? 

Joan Marie Parasine, Pre-K Sunday School Teacher 
 

 What is the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and how does it differ from traditional 

religious education of preschool-aged children, 3, 4, and  5 years old? This program is based 

on the educational philosophy of Maria Montessori, who discovered, through observation and study, 

that young children are avid learners when given the chance to explore sensorially. A Montessori 

preschool classroom is furnished so as to provide activities laid out in an accessible and orderly 

manner that allow them to develop hand-eye coordination, muscular acuity, and sequence of activity. 

Other materials and activities allow children to explore color, sound, texture, size, dimension, and 

other sensory perceptions. Activities that lead to reading and writing skills are part of a 

Montessori preschool environment, as well as materials and activities that develop the concept of 

number—both quantity and symbol—leading to arithmetic concepts of addition, subtraction, etc. 

 Dr. Sofia Cavaletti and her co-worker Signorina Gianna Gobbi built on Montessori’s concepts 

to develop materials and activities that lead children to an awareness of a loving God who cares for 

and protects them. Sofia and Gianna developed what is called “the parable method,” using didactic 

material which are presented to the child by the adult catechist, which in turn the child or children 

use by themselves to further explore the core ideas. 

 In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, we do not start with the concept of an all-powerful 

God who made all things from nothing. Young children don’t yet have a clear idea of reality and 

fantasy. An all-powerful God can be confused with Superman and other super-heroes. Rather, we 

start by presenting Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Sofia learned through a study of child psychology 

that the greatest fear of the young child is the fear of abandonment. For this reason, the first 

material, and the most important, is the Good Shepherd. This material consists of a wooden figure 

of a shepherd and ten sheep within a sheepfold, with a gate that can be opened and closed. We 

present the material and explain what a shepherd does—how he cares 

for his sheep, takes them to good pasture and clean water, how he 

guards them from danger and when he leads them home, he lies across 

the gate so the sheep are safe even at night. We read the words of 

Jesus: “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 

me. They know my voice and follow me. They will not follow another.” 

As the story is told, the catechist moves the shepherd and the sheep 

out of the sheepfold and out to a green area, and then back to the 

sheepfold. The children are invited to move the shepherd and sheep. 

The catechist, or an older child, reads the story as the children move 

the figures. We repeat who a shepherd is and how he cares for the sheep. In later presentations, 

we add the “hired hand” who doesn’t protect the sheep and the “wolf” who can attack the sheep. 

Much later, we lead the children to the realization that we are the sheep and we remind ourselves 

that Jesus has told us that HE is our shepherd. We develop what this can mean to each of us. 

 There are many other parables with materials to accompany them, which I will discuss in 

subsequent articles. The Catechesis also includes materials and activities to familiarize children 

with the Eucharist liturgy, the Bible, and the Sacrament of Baptism. I will describe them also in 

future articles. 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Counters 

November  Betty Dillingham and Margaret Radcliffe 
 

Coffee Hour 
Nov.   5  
Nov. 12 Veteran’s Day—Hospitality Team #2 
Nov. 19    
Nov. 26   

 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Nov.   5 Ernie Proctor, Agnes Burke   
Nov. 12 Stan Rasberry, Teresa Moffitt   
Nov. 19 Steve Proctor, Mary Swann   
Nov. 26 Walt and Phyllis TeStrake 
Dec.   3 Sam and Gayle Marston   
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
Nov.   5 Ernie Proctor 
Nov. 12 Ernie Proctor 
Nov. 19 Bart Morrison 
Nov. 22  Randy Smith 
Nov. 26 Jane Wrightson 

 

 

 

Nov.   1 Linda Krisman  
Nov.   2 Herb Smith 
Nov.   4 Linda Hornby, Marley Kimmitt 
Nov.   5 Saunee Hamlett 
Nov.   9 Tom Kimmitt 
Nov. 14  Faith Sinclair 
Nov. 18 Julie Pritchard  
Nov. 20 Jennifer Radcliffe, Grace Rice 
Nov. 21 Doug Smoot 
Nov. 25 Bill Bloom 
Nov. 26 Sharon Baldacci, Priscilla Williams 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servants named above, as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace,  
and strengthen their trust in your goodness  

all the days of their lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Nov.   7 Phyllis and Bill Tracey 
Nov. 10 Judy and Ward LeHardy 
Nov. 24 Judy and Stan Rasberry  

Nov. 30 Anna and Pat Brennan 
  Cindy and David Peresluha 

 

Happy November Anniversaries! 

Happy November Birthdays! 

Acolytes 
Nov.  5  Hannah Hamlett 
Nov. 12 LeAnne Nguyen 
Nov. 19 Hannah Hamlett 
Nov. 22 LeAnne Nguyen 
Nov. 26 Hannah Hamlett 

 

Lesson Readers 
Nov.   5 Bill Tracey (L) 
  Constance McDearmon (P) 
Nov. 12 Ward LeHardy (L) 
  Judy LeHardy (P) 
Nov. 19 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Charlaine Andrulot (P) 
Nov. 22 Betty Dillingham (L) 
  Randy Smith (P) 
Nov. 26 Phyllis TeStrake (L) 
  Bart Morrison (P) 

 

Eucharist Ministers 
Nov.   5 Lucy Logan, Suzy Norman 
Nov. 12 Tony Blackstone, Irene Haley 
Nov. 19 Frank McCarthy, Constance McDearmon 

Nov. 22 Phyllis TeStrake 
Nov. 26  Ward LeHardy, Elaine Price   

 

Ushers 
Nov.   5 Chris Cralle, Bill Tracey 
Nov. 12 Doug Smoot, Jim Logan   
Nov. 19 Ed Costello, Lyn Neira   
Nov. 22 Steve Proctor, Bobby Edmonds  
Nov. 26 Stan Rasberry, George Beckett   
Dec.   3 David Gwaltney, Henry Fife   
  

Greeters 
Nov.   5 Howard and Lynn York 
Nov. 12 Doris Myers, Ernie Proctor  
Nov. 19 Julie Pritchard, Judy LeHardy   
Nov. 22 Julie Pritchard, Constance McDearmon 
Nov. 26 Marie Carstensen, Phyllis TeStrake 
Dec.   3 David and Cindy Peresluha   

Nursery 
Nov.   5 Doris Myers, Margaret Radcliffe 
Nov. 12 Margaret Radcliffe, Laura Woodard 
Nov. 19 Irene Haley, Saunee Hamlett 
Nov. 26  Jeanette Cralle, Doris Myers 
Dec.   3 Julie Pritchard, Irene Haley 
 

Altar Guild  

November  Marie Carstensen, Irene Haley 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 

9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

2017 

 
Vestry Elections Are Coming Up! 

Sunday, December 11th  

at our  
Annual Meeting  

following the 10:00 a.m. worship 

Please submit nominations in the box on 

the table in the parish hall using the 
official vestry nomination forms  

found next to the box.  Be sure to obtain the consent of the 

person you wish to nominate and be aware that vestry members 
must be members in good standing of the  

Light of Christ congregation.  
 

Deadline for nominations is Sunday, November 19th. 


